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ACT IV.    SCENE I3.
The Street.

Enter Mrs. PAGE, Mrs. QUICKLY, and WILLIAM.

MRS. PAGE. Is he at master Ford's already,
think'st thou ?

QUICK. Sure, he is by this; or will be presently :
but truly, he is very courageous mad, about his
throwing into the water. Mistress Ford desires you
to come suddenly.

MRS. PAGE. I'll be with her by and by; I'll but
bring my young man here to school: Look, where
Ms master comes ; 'tis a playing-day, I see*

Enter Sir HUGH RFANS*

How now, sir Hugh ? no school to-day ?

EVA. No ; master Slender is let the boys leave
to play.

QUICK. Blessing of his heart!

appears so fond of, as that of cuckold's horns. Scarcely alight
character is introduced that does not endeavour to produce mer-
riment by some allusion to horned husbands. As he wrote his
plays for the stage rather than the press, he perhaps reviewed
them seldom and did not observe this repetition ; or finding the
jest, however frequent, still successful, did not think correction
necessary. JOHNSON.

2 This is a very trifling scene, of no use to the plot, and I
should think of no great delight to the audience ; but Shakspeare
best knew what would please. JOHNSON.

We may suppose this scene to have been a very entertaining-
one to the audience for which it was written. Many of the old
plays exhibit pedants instructing their scholars. Marston has a
very long one in his What You Will, between a schoolmaster,
and Holofernes, Nathaniel, &c. his pupils. The title of this
play was perhaps borrowed by Shakspeare, to join to that of
Twelfth Night. What You Will appeared in 1607. Twelfth
Night was first printed in 1623. STE EVENS.